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EXPERT PERSPECTIVE 
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS TO SAFE DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION

FROM 2010 TO 2030

2010 UNGA RECOGNITION HUMAN RIGHT TO SAFE DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION (HRWS)

2015 SDGS “LEAVE NO-ONE BEHIND”

2015 RECOGNITION OF TWO DISTINCT HUMAN RIGHTS:  

         SAFELY MANAGED DRINKING WATER & SAFELY MANAGED SANITATION

…. THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES …. 

                                         THE CRITERIA FOR THE HRWS  …. 

                                                                  THE DUTY BEARERS RESPECT, PROTECT, FULFILL



TWO  RELEVANT  IWA PUBLICATIONS



THE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

POLICY FRAMEWORK

INSTITUTIONS AND INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

LEGISLATION

EDUCATION AND TRAINING CAPACITY

FINANCIAL RESOURCES

HUMAN RESOURCES

. . . . .



THE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

LEGISLATION

CONSTITUTION

LEGAL FRAMEWORK
DIFFERENT SECTORS

DIFFERENT LEVELS

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 



NATIONAL CONSTITUTIONS:  8  COUNTRIES INCLUDE THE HRWS, 31

COUNTRIES INCLUDE ONLY THE HUMAN RIGHT TO SAFE DRINKING

WATER



LEGISLATION
FRAGMENTATION SETS IN:

LAWS GOVERNING THE DELIVERY OF SAFE DRINKING WATER WILL RESORT UNDER

DIFFERENT MINISTRIES:  INFRASTRUCTURE, HEALTH, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, NATURAL

RESOURCES

LAWS GOVERNING SANITATION SERVICES AND WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT WILL ALSO

RESORT UNDER DIFFERENT MINISTRIES:  ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, LOCAL GOVERNMENT

THERE WILL ALSO BE LEGAL FRAMEWORKS AT DIFFERENT LEVELS:  NATIONAL,

PROVINCIAL , DISTRICT OR MUNICIPAL

THE ONE COMMON POINT OF ALL LEGISLATION IS ITS ORIGIN:  THE LAWMAKERS IN

PARLIAMENT



REGULATION

REGULATION IS THE ENGINE THAT SETS LEGISLATION IN MOTION

FOR THE PROGRESSIVE REALIZATION OF THE HRWS, 

THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES AND HRWS CRITERIA NEED TO BE TRANSLATED INTO

OPERATIONABLE STANDARDS AND NORMS

AN INDEPENDENT REGULATORY BODY MUST ESTABLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT

THE 2019 SURVEY IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN SHOWED THAT WHILE MAYBE

IMPLICIT IN MOST REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS, THE NUMBER OF EXPLICITLY INCLUDING

HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES AND CRITERIA WAS LIMITED. INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS,

RURAL AREAS, PUBLIC SPACES, MIGFRANT COMMUNITIES AND HOMELESS PEOPLE ARE

USUALLY NOT COVERED



GUIDING QUESTIONS

HOW CAN STATES MORE EFFECTIVELY TRANSLATE THE HRWS INTO LAWS?

HOW CAN CITIES AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES TRANSLATE COMMITMENTS INTO

EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE WASH OUTCOMES?

HOW CAN POLICY OBJECTIVES ON EQUITY AND RESILIENCE BE LINKED TO

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION?
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RESILIENT AND EQUITABLE WASHRESILIENT AND EQUITABLE WASH
SYSTEMS IN A CHANGING CLIMATESYSTEMS IN A CHANGING CLIMATE

IWA YWP Steering Committee /  IWA &
Grundfos Youth Action for SDG 6 (1st

cohort) / IWA YWP Brazil Chapter

MARINA MACEDO



In Brazil, climate change is already impacting water,
sanitation and people's health - and the effects are

not equally distributed

When climate extremes become a WASH
and public health crisis

Extreme rainfall
More frequent and intense events

Urban flooding
Damage to infrastructure and services

WASH disruption and
contamination
Sewage overflow, water quality
deterioration, service interruption

Human exposure
Contact with contaminated water
and environments

Public health impacts
Infectious diseases and other health
risks

Rio Grande do Sul (2024)

1,007 confirmed leptospirosis cases
vs. 117 in the same period of 2023

> 1mi people without access to tap water,
across 64 municipalities and 8 cities with

the system completely disrupted 

São Sebastião (2023)

Increase of 30% in
gastroenteritis diseases after

the event



       Water security + climate resilience

Since 2017

COPASA

Communities

Pró-Mananciais

Building WASH resilience beyond the utility
The Pró-Mananciais programme, by COPASA,
show how partnership and locally led actions

can protect watersheds and strenghthen
water security in the face of climate change

Minas Gerais

347 watersheds

~9.7 milion people
impacted

~R$ 210 million invested

Water utility

Municipalities
Partners

(NGOs, schools, farmers, public
agencies)

Source / water
protection

Ecosystem
restoration

Social
engagement

Watershed actions

The resilience of a WASH system service starts
before water reaches the treatment plant



SUBTITLE
Floods
WASH

disruption

Water
scarcity

WASH
 disruption

Sanitation
Contamination and

overflows

Exposure
Water +

environment +
infrastructure

From resilient WASH services to resilient and
equitable territories

Not only keeping
infrastructure
running, but
preventing, planning
and preparing.Unequal impacts

Across communities and territories

Climate Change
Extreme rainfall / drought What does this mean for WASH?

Anticipate

Connect

Prioritize

Co-produce

Climate + hydrological +
infrastructure risks

WASH + drainage + health +
emergency management

People and communities facing higher
exposure and lower capacity to recover

Utilities + governments + communities +
health sector + academia

1

2

3

4

Brazil has begun to
institutionalize this

integrated perspective.
ANA Reference

Standard 8/2024 links
WASH expansion with

territorial planning,
drainage and risk

mapping.



PARTNERSHIPS AND LOCALLY LED APPROACHES FORPARTNERSHIPS AND LOCALLY LED APPROACHES FOR
EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE WASH SERVICESEQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE WASH SERVICES

IWA & Grundfos Youth Action
for SDG 6 (2nd cohort)

PATIENCE WEMA



Durable services grow from
local roots & shared ownership

Local grounding
Designed for communities — around their context,

needs and norms.

Real partnerships
Multiple actors sharing goals, resources, risk and

accountability.

Accountable local actors
Local institutions with the skills, means and mandate to

deliver.



redistribute partnerships

government can
only provide 25%
of what’s needed
to provide global
safe water access

75% gap are
sourced from other
generative forces



Locally Led Approach

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10

Water Point
Inventory

Baseline
Survey

Comm. & District
Assembly Training

on SDA

Pay-as-you Fetch
(Service Delivery

Model)

Feasibility
Studies

Community
Selection &
Engagement

SDA Contract
Signing

Borehole
Assessment

Construction/
Rehabilitation &
Maintenance

Implementation
of Water
Systems



THREE THINGS TO STOP CONFUSING ON THE ROAD TOTHREE THINGS TO STOP CONFUSING ON THE ROAD TO
ABU DHABIABU DHABI

Cofounder AFR’EAU

HADI TOURE GUINDO



ACCESS           SERVICE 



INNOVATION           TECHNOLOGY 

FINANCE                 MONEY 



PARTICIPATION          PRESENCE 

PARTICIPATION MEANS PEOPLE
SHAPE EVIDENCE, DECISIONS AND

RESPONSES.
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CLOSING REFLECTIONS AND KEY MESSAGESCLOSING REFLECTIONS AND KEY MESSAGES  

IWA YWP Sudan Chapter

RANDA ABUBAKR 



OCTOBER 2026

THANK YOU !

NEXT WEBINARNEXT WEBINAR
CONTINUE YOUR LEARNING JOURNEY

Time TBC

SESSION 6 : WATER FOR COOPERATION   

Co-lead : UNESCO-IHP + AFR'EAU

REGISTRATION:REGISTRATION:  
WANT TO REACH OUT ?   

GLOBALYOUTHMOVEMENT4WATER@SIE-ISW.ORG

YWP@IWAHQ.ORG
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